museum noun
mu · se · um

A building in which objects
of historical, scientific, artistic,
or cultural interest are stored
and exhibited.

MUSEUMS –
BANG! With a loud blow, the front door closed. The lady of the
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house was sunk in thought in her rocking chair, watching the news
on TV. She was in danger of dozing off when the silence was abruptly
interrupted by the noisy entry of one of her grandchildren. The
11-year-old Rignald could not control his enthusiasm and proudly
told her what they had learned at school that day.
“Grandma, today we have had a history lesson about the first
inhabitants of our islands, the Indians. You are old; did you know
them too?”
The grandmother smiled and stroked the boy’s head. “No, my child, in
your eyes I may look old, but I’m not that old.”
The grandson hardly paid attention to her answer and continued:
“Next week we will go to the Curaçao Museum with our class.
Have you ever been there?”
The grandmother, wanting to further stimulate the interest of her
grandson in the history of the island and in what is exhibited in
museums, said: “That’s nice. Yes, I have. It is the oldest museum
on Curaçao. Do you already know what a museum is?“
The boy: “No, not really, but it must be something like a house for
old things”.
Grandma could have expected that answer. She decided to tell him a
little more. “You mean, just as there are homes for elderly people, there
are houses for old objects too? Somewhere you are right, yet it is just
a little different”.
The grandson interrupted his grandmother: “Grandma, what is that
device on top of that cupboard?”
Grandma: “That’s an old coffee grinder. We had to grind coffee beans
before we could make fresh coffee. That was done with that artefact”.
Rignald: “But I’ve never seen you using it. It is only there on display.
Why actually? Why don’t you just throw it away?”
Grandma: “In fact, that coffee grinder is a museum piece. I bet there
are coffee grinders in the Curaçao Museum. It is one of the things that
people used to have at home, but that have fallen into disuse due to
modern times. These are the kind of things that belong in museums.
If you don’t secure them in time, they will wind up in the trash bin”.

LOOKING BOTH
BACK AND AHEAD

A VARIETY OF MUSEUMS

ISLANDS AND WATER

She took her time to explain to that inquisitive youngster that
the word ‘museum’ originally came from the Greek ‘museion’;
that was a temple dedicated to the muses, the Greek goddesses
of the arts. The Latin word ‘museum’ became established and
a few centuries ago it stood for buildings where collections
of paintings, sculptures and other art objects are stored. One
thing led to another. If it is stored there, it can also be shown,
so that others might also take notice of them. Gradually
museums became buildings where the objects of historical,
scientific, archaeological, artistic and / or cultural value were
also exhibited. In the course of time, various other museums
have emerged throughout the world. Some specialize in
a specific field or focus on a specific form of art or even on
an individual artist. Others generally want to portray the
history of the country, an island or a region through a specific
theme. As a rule, a museum has a permanent collection, but
sometimes, temporarily or otherwise, unique and valuable
exhibitions of paintings, sculptures or archaeological finds
can be held in a museum. To keep costs down, they also often
rely heavily on volunteers.
Grandma: “Most, if not all museums are initiated by hobbyists.
Some people like to hoard certain objects, and if the collection
grows and grows, there may come a time that it becomes a
worthwhile assortment that deserves to be called a museum”.
Rignald: “I remember grandpa having a stamp collection. But
he did not have a museum, did he”?
Grandma: “True. But there is a stamp museum here in Curaçao.
Now that stamps are hardly used anymore, it is a good thing
that we have such a museum so you can get a better idea of
what stamps are and what their function has been through
the years”.

Grandma continued: “Since we live on islands, it is relevant
to observe that we, by definition, are surrounded by water.
No wonder that the sea has played and still plays such an
important role in the life of every native: from the times of the
early inhabitants who traveled in primitive canoes to and from
the mainland in Venezuela, to this day with the huge vessels
for the transportation of people and merchandise. Then
came of course also the airplanes, so now each of the islands
must have a harbor and an airport. It is for a reason that so
many of the islanders went to sea. The shipping industry
was important to open the islands to the greater world. In
all museums there are data and/or artefacts with relation to
the maritime history, and then later also to the aeronautics
developments in the islands”.

MUSEUM OF THE FUTURE
In order to get rid of the stigma that museums are only meant
for old stuff, Grandma reminded her grandson that there
is of recent also a children’s museum in Curaçao - and that
one, by definition, cannot be labelled as ‘old’, which Rignald
understood. It triggered his interest even more. And even the
oldest museum which he was about to visit, has integrated
a Children’s Village. In addition, in Dubai they instituted
a Museum of the Future: a unique incubator for futuristic
innovations and design, showing tomorrow’s trends and
opportunities.
Grandma added: “So, forget it that museums exclusively show
things in retrospect, they also move forward.”
She said that there are several museums on Aruba, Bonaire,
Curaçao and the Windward Islands, each with its own
character and background. Finally, the grandmother promised
her grandson that she would explain this further in a series of
short narratives about some of the most prominent museums
on the islands of Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Sint Maarten, St.
Eustatius and Saba. On this basis, Rignald could automatically
get a better overview of the role museums play in the lives of
people, right now, but also in the future. And wouldn’t it be
nice if adults looked over their kids’ shoulders so that they are
updated as well?
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THE CURAÇAO

MUSEUM
combines a variety of cultural expressions
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The very first museum and also the largest is The
Curaçao Museum, housed in a former military hospital
from 1853. It opened its doors as a museum on March
7, 1948, displaying a permanent collection of artwork,
antique furniture made by local craftsmen, glassware
and textiles, dating from the 18th, 19th and 20th
century. A special attraction is a red kitchen with the
famous white polka dots, said to ward off mosquitos.
In 1954 it was the first museum in South America
and the Caribbean to exhibit original works of art by
Vincent van Gogh. To date, it has a vast collection of
paintings by local, Dutch and international artists. As
of 1951, it has the only carillon in the Caribbean, ‘the
Four Royal Children,’ named after the 4 daughters
of the late Queen Juliana. Another attraction is the
huge stained-glass map of the Caribbean by the artist
Willem Bogtman. Its large botanical garden with some
rare old trees includes among other things, sculptures
of freedom fighters as Luis Brion and Manuel Piar,
modern works of art by artists like Yubi Kirindongo,
Hortence Brouwn and Philippe Zanolino, and the
Kiosk, a replica of the former original one that stood on
Brionplein, where musical soirees used to be held on
Sundays. The original cockpit of the Snip plane, the first
transatlantic KLM flight to Curaçao in 1934, is at home
in the Snip gallery. In the Children’s Village, youngsters
can explore the ‘Kas di Tabla’ (a wooden house which
is often transformed into a Toko, a little grocery store),
the ‘Kas di Bleki’ (a house made from tin oil cans), the
‘Kas di Pal’i Maishi’ (with a roof made out of corn stalks),
the Indian Hut, and the Nanzi sculpture: a mythical
and clever spider whose stories travelled from Africa
to Curaçao and were handed down by oral tradition.
Now in its 70th anniversary, the Curaçao Museum still
combines all of this with a frequent and alternating
variation of exhibitions, book presentations, and openair concerts, either in the garden, at the kiosk, or in the
‘Meester’ or ‘West Indische’ rooms, the basement or
the Snip Gallery.
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Genesis of Curaçao shown in

NATURAL
HISTORY
MUSEUM
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If it were not because the name ‘Curaçao Museum’
had already been taken, it would have fit the Natural
History Museum Curaçao excellently. As a matter of
fact, it represents the emerging history of Curaçao
as a result of volcanic eruptions, combined with flora
and fauna found there. On the spot where lectures,
workshops, and courses are given, the Curaçao
Footprint Foundation was offered additional space
for this museum in the former dwelling of Shon Max
and Shon May Henriquez, who used to be prominent
executives of the Bank.
In a timeline that starts more than 100 million years
ago, the story of the birth of Curaçao is laid out in
various objects, like rocks with fossils. One unique item
is a 105 million-year-old fossil, the oldest in the island.
Aside from information about the various caves in
Curaçao, the museum has more than 200 shellfish
in display cases, next to semi-precious stones and
minerals. In separate cabinets, fossils of up to 40 million
years ago, including one of a giant oyster that seems
to have existed only in Curaçao, are shown. There is a
table with skulls of local animals, such as a flamingo, a
‘warawara’ (crested caracara) and a ‘barika hel’ (yellow
bellied ‘sugar thief’), as well as a skeleton of a sea
turtle; and at the entrance elements of the sea hanging
overhead will bring visitors in the right mood. What
to think of a skeleton of a small whale or something
similar? The museum also sees an educational role for
itself to interest youngsters in more than 100 years
of scientific information. Even before it was officially
opened on February 19, 2019, plans for expansion were
made, like adding a gallery with nature pictures and
changing photo expositions on relevant topics.
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BLACK
HOLOCAUST
depicted in horrible
working conditions
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The forced commercial transport of Africans by
Europeans to the Caribbean and America in the 17th
through the 19th century and the whole history of
the Black Holocaust were brought even closer after
the Kurá Hulanda Museum opened its doors in April
1999. It was meant to commemorate the many millions
of Africans who were driven from their homeland
and forced into slave labor, often resulting in their
untimely, cruel death. A re-created, full-size ship’s
hold demonstrates the appalling circumstances under
which slaves were shipped across the ocean. The
reconstructed living environments and the collection
pieces exhibit the trans-Atlantic slave trade, from
the capture in Africa through the Middle Passage
and the relocation in the New World, while also
giving a good idea of the role Curaçao played in the
slave traffic. It also has on exhibit a great number of
original documents, testimonials, restraining devices
and many other objects that bear witness to this
horrible past. The museum itself is located on a spot
where Dutch merchants once traded and transshipped
enslaved Africans, to North America as well. Visitors
feel the past looking over their shoulder. In addition,
it houses a vast collection of artifacts which show the
vitality of empires of West Africa. And throughout the
Kurá Hulanda (hotel) premises various sculptures
display the contemporary expressions of regional
and local artists, often revealing an affinity with their
African roots.
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POSTAGE

STAMPS

reflect the history
of our islands
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The day is rapidly approaching that our young people
no longer have any notion left of what stamps are, let
alone of their important function. They are valuable,
often colorful, historical sources of information too.
The most beautiful specimens have gone all over the
world. For centuries it has been perfectly normal to mail
letters and parcels and to prepay them accordingly:
by attaching stamps of a certain, internationally
recognized value. Initially everything went by overseas
surface mail, later came the faster airmail. Then came
the impersonal franking machine, but the deadliest
blow was the introduction of the digital highway. The
postage stamp is largely fading away.
Therefore, having a postal museum is a good thing. It
is housed in the oldest Punda building, standing since
1693 on the Keukenstraat / Kaya Toni Prince corner, and
still in good condition. The collection of the museum
consists of stamps and related objects from the
Netherlands Antilles, such as old mailboxes and scales.
It offers a broad view of the socio-cultural, social and
political history of Curaçao, the other islands and the
Kingdom of the Netherlands, from the beginning of
the 19th century. Especially students and tourists are
always gazing at the impressive collected items. Twice
a year special exhibitions of theme stamps from all
over the world are organized.

AERONAUTICAL

MUSEUM
also combines documentation center
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More than a century after the first airplane landed in
Curaçao, and in view of the increasing dependency on
air connections of all economic pillars ever since, one
would expect a well-organized dedicated museum at or
around the Hato International Airport. This is not the
case. However, thanks to private initiative, for the time
being an impressive collection of memorabilia linked to
aviation through the years is shown in a neat dwelling,
somewhat hidden behind a private house. Ironically
though, it does lie in the approach route of airplanes
to the airport. It is primarily thanks to a score of
individuals, that new artefacts can be added frequently
to the collection, reflecting a nice idea of all local,
regional and international airlines that have played
or still play a role on the island. Aviation is a dynamic
industry, and this is also shown in the museum. There
are individual sections dedicated to KLM, ALM, DCA,
Inselair and CLTM, but also of Divi, EZ, and Winair. The
military, the Coast Guard, space travel, etc. were not
left out either. There are about 400 models – some
bought or donated, but also self-made and painted – of
old and modern airplanes. The exhibition also includes
lots of pictures, uniforms, insignia, cutlery, glassware,
and, of recent, even a real (orange) black box. In
addition to what is exhibited, the initiator devoted a
large portion of his personal life to preserving extensive
documentation on aviation, from the first flight to
Curaçao in 1913 to date. Busloads of visitors come by
the museum. No wonder that especially former airline
employees and frequent air travelers fall silent when
they relive memories of times long gone.
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THE FORTKERK
MUSEUM as part of a real monument
14 |
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The Fortkerk, whose construction date is 1769 making
it the oldest protestant church in Curaçao, became
the first church of the island’s United Protestants
Congregation, a union officially created in 1825. As part
of Fort Amsterdam, which was erected in 1635 by the
Dutch rulers, it is also rightfully called a ‘monument’,
after all those years still one of the major eye-catchers
in the capital’s downtown. In the back of the church,
with its original massive mahogany wooden governor’s
chair and pulpit dating back to 1769, a small yet
impressive museum was set up after one of the more
recent, thorough restorations of the church. The
cultural-historic protestant Fortkerk museum, which
was opened in 1991, reflects an elegant collection of
ancient relics of the congregation, like a mahogany and
silver baptismal font, as well as an antique mahogany
wooden bible-table as was used in the country houses
in those early days. Reports on the most prominent
families of the island and a collection of old maps are
also on display as an attraction to whoever is interested
in the rich history of the island. Also, in 1991 the cultural
committee of the Fort church was founded, and in the
meantime it has hosted hundreds of concerts of local
and international artists.

The all-embracing concept at the

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
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The first ever Children’s Museum was opened in
Brooklyn in 1890. Since the opening in 2014 of a
similar new and modern museum here, Curaçao has
an all-embracing child-centered learning experience.
It aims at reaching all children of Curaçao, from all
sections of society in a disabled-friendly environment.
It also contributes to their cognitive, physical, socialemotional and creative development. All children
are valued citizens with the right to appropriate and
high-quality learning experiences. The design is meant
to meet their needs and requirements, and any visit
should be an interactive, play-based educational and
spontaneous discovery.
Whereas in a vast majority of museums, visitors are
still kept at arm’s length from valuable collections, at
the Children’s Museum visiting youngsters are strongly
encouraged to touch, feel and handle objects, to learn
more about themselves, to discover new things and
to connect with the world in which they are growing
up. Children aged ten and under are entertained by
stimulating their curiosity as well as their creativity in
an environment fittingly designed for them. Indoors
and outdoors they learn through the power of play.
The museum’s motto is: doing is the best way to learn.
Under professional guidance and with caring adults in
their lives, they are almost automatically challenged to
get the best out of their abilities and talents in a free
and playful surrounding. The kids are invited to examine
cause and effect, to dare take risks and ask questions,
to explore nature hands-on, to create something of
their own and to connect with other youngsters.
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MARITIME

MUSEUM

covers 5 centuries
of shipping history
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The original natives of the Caiquetios tribe used canoes
to cross the water from the South American mainland;
a prototype of such a canoe is at display in the Maritime
Museum. Centuries ago the Spanish, British, French
and Dutch seafarers realized that for their expeditions
in the Caribbean, Curaçao with its natural deep sea
harbors would be a very convenient port-of-call. This
part of history encompassing five centuries forms a
rewarding subject to be highlighted in the Maritime
Museum. It is located in the Scharloo district, where an
important part of the events in the shipping industry
took place, and is housed in a building dating back to
1729. After a fire, it was renovated and reopened in
1998 with a modern interior, with decking, railings, and
portholes, so people get the feel of being aboard a ship.
Old sea maps, ship models, paintings and drawings
from various periods of history are laid out, including
from the first voyages of discovery from Europe at the
end of the 15th century. A collection of Gouda pipes,
bottles, dishes and cannons was preserved from the
Dutch naval frigate Alphen, which was detonated in the
Curaçao port in 1778. Between 1670 and 1815 the port
was the center for the Dutch slave trade. Till the start of
the 20th century, Curaçao was home to sailing vessels
and steamships, which changed after the advent of
the oil refinery to regular calls of tankers, merchant
ships and cruise ships. By pressing a button, visitors
listen to stories in English or Dutch, taped interviews
with former port employees and look at a story-telling
mirror. One section is dedicated to the Dutch navy.
Like a floating vessel, the museum is constantly on the
move with new items and ideas.
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Valuable objects from centuries of

JEWISH HERITAGE
ON DISPLAY
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In the middle of the 17th century, the first Jews came
to Curaçao and to date the island has an active Jewish
community. In 1732 the current Mikvé Israel- Emanuel
Synagogue was inaugurated. It is the oldest synagogue
in continuous use in the Americas. In 1970, across the
courtyard from the synagogue, the Jewish Cultural
Historical Museum was opened.
The museum showcases several interesting and
unusual artifacts and family heirlooms donated by or
on-loan from descendants of the original Sephardic
Jewish settlers who came to Curaçao in the 17th century,
and items from the Ashkenazi Jews arriving here in the
mid-1920s. It possesses many objects of inestimable
value from the history of the Jewish community, like
a 14th century Torah, and Chanukah candelabras and
replicas of tombstones from the 17th century. Many of
these objects are still in use on various occasions in the
synagogue; therefore, it is also called a ‘living museum’.
During the restoration in 1970, a more than 300-yearold bath was discovered; leading historians to believe
that one of the buildings now housing the museum was
originally a Mikvah, a ritual bathhouse for women.
A marvelous addition to the Museum is an extensive
timeline of the history of the Jews in Curaçao, which
gives visitors a glimpse of the importance of the Curaçao
Jewish community in the diverse past of the island.
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HISTORY OF SLAVERY;

shown at two
westward museums

SAVONET
MUSEUM

MUSEO
TULA
On the other side of the park, the Museo Tula in country
house Knip spreads out the Africa-Curaçao heritage.
Here the rebellious slave Tula was set to work. He led
the uprising of August 17, 1795 and had to pay dearly for
that with a gruesome execution.
There is little left of that slavery era, apart from
oral tradition. The Tula museum therefor houses
mainly craft articles and creole dishes prepared by
a cooperative of women from the neighborhood.
Both museums are situated in the countryside of the
western part of Curaçao.
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As part of the Christoffel Park nature reserve and next
to a nicely restored plantation house, the Savonet
Museum gives visitors a glimpse into the lives of the
early inhabitants of Curaçao, starting with the Arawak
Indians from 4000 years ago to the present. In the
peak years hundreds of slaves were put to work at the
Savonet plantation. Audiovisual productions, a lot of
pictures, faces of descendants of the former slaves
of the plantation, historical objects, and restored
antiquities tell an interesting story about the bond
between man, culture and nature.
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ST. MAARTEN

MUSEUM;
small, but with many stories to tell
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The Sint Maarten National Heritage Foundation &
Museum is a small, but educational museum with a
genuine general overview of the history and culture
of the island. For example, attention is paid to the
presence of the Arawak Indians long before the
Europeans discovered the area. The Dutch presence
on the island is highlighted, but there is also a section
to show darker pages of the history, such as slavery.
On a regular basis the museum hosts cultural exhibits
and houses artifacts of folkloric and historical value,
including Arawak pottery, period photos and items
from HMS Proselyte, the frigate that sank off Fort
Amsterdam in 1801. There is an exhibit on the Geology,
Flora & Fauna, Agriculture and Salt Industry, greatgrandmother’s time, paintings by local artists etc.
The museum is a non-profit private organization,
established in 1993 for the protection, promotion and
research of every aspect of the island’s heritage and
natural environment. They managed quite rapidly to
get it going again after the hurricanes of 2017. There
is a reference library and a collection of videos and
DVDs with rare images of the island in the 1950s and
nature films. Popular requests are to view the images
of the destructive effects of hurricane Luis in 1995.
The museum is run by volunteers, no entrance fee is
charged. Its funding comes from donations, a limited
government subsidy, the sales of gift items and
contributions visitors leave behind.

HARRY L.

JOHNSON

MUSEUM
relives lifestyle on Saba
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When back in 1840 sea captain Josiah Peterson built
his typical Saban cottage in Windwardside, he could
not have imagined that one and a half century later
his home would become the first museum in the
island. Harry Luke Johnson, a police officer and an
amateur artist, in the early 1970s started to give shape
to his idea of preserving the heritage of Saba in a
small house, owned by 104-year-old neighbor Esther
Peterson. With the help of others, it finally materialized
five years after his death with the opening in 1977 as a
museum, and explicably it was named after him for his
endeavors. The sitting room has among other things
a more than 100-year-old organ harmonium donated
by a church community. In the dining room, the
table is set for dinner with authentic old Wedgwood
earthenware, and the Edison Vitrola is placed in the
corner. The centerpiece in the master bedroom is a
magnificent mahogany four-poster bed with pineapple
carvings. A smaller, second bedroom displays artifacts
of the various archeological excavations, nautical
instruments, and seamen’s documents. The kitchen
has an interesting collection of teapots, lanterns, fruit
squeezers, water jugs, and irons. Notwithstanding the
tropical climate, the cottage even has a chimney, made
with yellow bricks from the ruins of the warehouses in
the Lower Town. The museum, standing in the middle
of a romantic public park, gives a realistic idea of how
Sabans used to live through the centuries.

SIMON DONCKER
HOUSE in Statia more than a museum
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The St. Eustatius Historical Foundation Museum
is situated in one of the oldest and most beautiful
houses on the island. The 18th -century house built
by wealthy merchant Simon Doncker showcases preColumbian artifacts and exhibits on slavery, Statia’s
Jewish community, nautical history, and colonial relics,
including ceramics and mahogany furniture. Besides
a slavery exhibition, what is highlighted also is the
‘First Salute’: back then the island made headlines by
being the first to officially salute the flag of the newly
declared United States of America in 1776. There are
period rooms in the style of an upper-class colonialera villa. They give an impression of how people of
the elite lived three centuries ago on the island, once
called the ‘Golden Rock,’ In addition; the prehistoric
archaeology section is fascinating. Therefore the
St. Eustatius Historical Foundation, founded in 1974
with the vision of promoting the exploration and
dissemination of the history and culture of Statia,
not only worked on a world-class museum, but also
on archaeological fieldwork programs with the St.
Eustatius Center for Archaeological Research (SECAR),
the Monuments Foundation and the framework for
an Island Monuments Ordinance, impetus for the
Historic Core Restoration Project, and the concept of
a Living History Museum. This was achieved through
membership and museum entrance fees, sales of local
craft, private donations and grants.

MUSEOexhibits
BONAIRE
the Bonairean way of life
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In an old but beautifully refurbished government
building along the popular boulevard of Kralendijk,
the Museo Bonaire is housed by SKAL (Culture, Art
& Literature Section) under the authority of the
government. This historic building on the waterfront
served as the slave hospital in the 19th century. Spread
out over various small rooms, a wealth of valuable
objects from the past is displayed here. Deliberately
little or no further explanation is provided in writing;
the intention is for knowledgeable guides to take
visitors by the hand to explain in a more individual way
how Bonaireans used to live and work. They start at the
time of the Indian inhabitants; apart from shards and
primitive tools such as stone axes, the museum’s pride
is the display case with the excavated remains of an
Indian skeleton of more than 750 years old. In another
showcase, there is a model of a sailing ship as there
were many built when the island was known for its
skillful boat builders.
Furthermore, some of the displayed tools were used
to till the land and to herd the livestock, but there
are also grinding stones, water filters, etc. Shown
are also several household items from the past, such
as furniture, water and rum bottles, pots, pans and
other kitchen utensils, as well as old photographs, a
collection of shells, paintings, equipment from the
early days of telephony and radio communication,
up to and including old radio equipment, photo and
film cameras, typewriters and musical instruments.
At the end of the tour, the visitor is dizzied by all the
overwhelming impressions.
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TERRAMAR
tours through 7000 years of Caribbean history
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In the heart of Kralendijk, somewhat hidden behind
shops, ice-cream parlors and luxury apartments, the
entrance to the most recent shoot on the museum tree
of Bonaire is located in a restored monumental building.
The Terramar Museum is registered as a historical and
archaeological museum. That is hardly surprising if one
knows that its initiator is a Dutch archaeologist, who
graduated from Leiden University in the archeology of
the Caribbean region. With the support of investors, he
succeeded in creating a modern museum where not just
the formation of Bonaire is portrayed, but it is placed in
a wider Caribbean perspective as well. Chronologically
grouped artifacts, excavated at various locations in the
broader Caribbean Basin and/or lent out to Terramar
by international universities, in an attractive, playful
way present an image of more than 7000 years of
the development of present-day Caribbean societies.
The era of slavery is not kept off. The journey through
time is visualized by fascinating artifacts, drawings,
pictures, 3D reconstructions. and videos. It’s a fun
experience that stirs the imagination with a ‘person
from the past’ in every room to tell visitors about his
or her life. Museum guests almost literally encounter a
captivating world of remarkable finds, unknown stories
of bygone times and revelations about regional history.
Terramar is undoubtedly a great asset to the historical
conscience, not only of Bonaire but also of the entire
Caribbean.

MANGAZINA DI REI

From agricultural depot to storage of cultural heritage
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Rincon can rightfully be called the cradle of Bonaire
culture. The early inhabitants of the Arawaks Indian
tribe, as well as the later Spanish conquistadors,
felt safe behind the ridges with a view of the sea allaround, from where danger, if any, had to come. After
the arrival of the Dutch colonists in the 17th century,
government slaves lived there, tilling the soil, keeping
cattle or working in the salt production. In that period
this currently oldest building of Rincon, the Mangazina
di Rei (King’s Warehouse, as of 1824) of the Dutch
government, served as storage for the agricultural and
livestock products of the slaves, even to be exported by
ship at Slagbaai for the troops in neighboring Curaçao,
while it was also the place where the government
slaves could get whatever they needed for their use. It
is nowadays not just a museum, but more the center
as a continuous exhibition of the history of Rincon
and surroundings, where the culture of the island is
experienced and relived time and again. In the huge
main building the museum is located. This former
storage space is now used to exhibit numerous pictures
of days past, as well as a vast collection of tools used in
previous days to work on the plantations, and all items
‘Rinconeros’ used in their households.
To keep that particular part of history alive, regularly
in a well-organized manner passionate elders and
coaches challenge youngsters of the island to develop
and display their talents in culture, arts, heritage and
agriculture. In addition, guided tours are offered, and
a variety of events are organized on several occasions
to give visitors a better view into the Bonairean way
of living, then and now, and to explain much more
of the old customs. Refreshments are offered made
from lemon and tamarind since the motto seems to
be letting visitors ‘see, feel and taste Bonaire’. Guides
help guests to experience Bonaire’s past hands-on –
by blowing a conch shell, dancing to the traditional
‘Simadan’ (harvest song), sampling traditional dishes
or learning how to build a cactus fence.
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FORT ZOUTMAN

represents the history of Aruba’s olden days
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Being the oldest remaining building in the capital
Oranjestad of Aruba, the construction of Fort Zoutman
started in 1796 and was finished two years later. At the
time Paardenbaai (Horses Bay, nowadays Oranjestad)
was an intermediate harbor between Curaçao and
Venezuela. The original function of Fort Zoutman was
to protect the coastline against sudden invasions of
pirates and enemies. Nowadays it is situated more
inland, further away from that original coast line. The
fort was named after the Dutch Rear Admiral Johan
Arnold Zoutman who never set foot in Aruba. His
major achievement has been the defeat of the English
in the North Sea.
One may feel the history of the island seeping through
the walls of Fort Zoutman. At display is a wide collection
of historic documents and developments from the past,
like the coming about of Oranjestad as the island’s
capital city, and thus explaining more of Aruba’s
heritage, from the Spanish invasion of 1515 till the
colonization by the Dutch. Special attention is given to
specific local industrial arts that were developed during
the town’s history in order to open new possibilities
for these old crafts. On Tuesday evenings a Bon Biní
Festival is held here with folkloristic musical shows and
dances, and the sale of food and souvenirs.
Next to it is the Willem III Tower, with its own and
original entrance, which was built in 1868. It has served
for 95 years as a lighthouse and a town clock. The light
in the tower was extinguished in 1963. In the courtyard
at Willem III Tower a replica-kitchen shows how
cooking was formerly done in Aruba.
Fort Zoutman and Willem III Tower are monumental
buildings.
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Industrial development shown in

WATER TOWER in San Nicolas
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The iconic water tower, built in art deco style, simply
cannot be overlooked. It was built at the entrance
to San Nicolas in 1939. Its emblematic structure
reflects both technology and ingenuity, allowing
accommodation of the booming years of industry in
Aruba. With a triplication of the population in just two
decades, especially after the arrival of the oil industry
in the 1920s, the need was felt for a proper supply of
clean, desalinated drinking water. Since it no longer
serves as a water storage facility, the Aruba Monument
Fund renovated it and converted it into a museum
to display the industrial development of Aruba. The
museum focuses on the history of gold mining on the
island, the cultivation of aloe and its derived products,
the extraction of phosphate, the start of oil refining
at the beginning of the 20th century, and the stormy
development of the tourism industry, which now
for years has been the main source of income and of
employment on the island. What is also revealed in this
exhibition is that over the centuries Aruba has shown
a high degree of versatility, weathering disappointing
periods timely. Prominent figures who played an
important role in those various phases are also paid
tribute to, taking into account the many waves of
migrants through the years.
Apart from the material about the industrial history of
the island dating back to the 19th century, an incubator
project has been set up in the so-called green section
of the museum, containing innovative proposals that
the Aruban youth has suggested for the sustainable
development of Aruba.
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COMMUNITY MUSEUM;
modesty with a beating heart
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In the heart of Aruba’s second town, in Nicolaas Store
in San Nicolas to be exact, the Community Museum
was opened at its new location in 2018 with special
attention for the region of San Nicolas. It shows a
remarkable and eclectic collection of fascinating
artifacts that encompass a diversity of topics
representative of Aruban history and development.
Multiple perspectives have been presented in this new
exhibit, where the overarching themes are those of
collective memory, shared experience, cultural history
and ideas of home. All artifacts placed in this museum
strike a chord in order to activate the memory of the
foundational years of this town, also allowing for
things that are familiar, to be special. The remarkable
collection is made available to the public for viewing and
education, put together to accentuate the rich cultural
diversity of this region as a result of Lago oil refinery
that attracted laborers from all over the Caribbean. It
tells the story of the people living in San Nicolas, often
having worked at the nearby former refinery, before
tourism started booming in Oranjestad. It is housed in
a former store of the Nicolaas family from Bonaire, with
living quarters upstairs. The building with this historic
collection is in proximity of the CMB Bank. Financing
for the establishment of the museum was provided by
UNOCA, the Government of Aruba and Aruba Tourism
Authority.
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Aruba has its National

ARCHEOLOGICAL
MUSEUM

Probably the oldest part of Aruba’s cultural heritage
is exhibited in the Archaeological Museum of Aruba,
which was opened in 1981. It is situated adjacent to the
San Francisco Roman Catholic Church in the center of
the island’s capital Oranjestad. The museum consists
of a couple of restored old houses. In the beautifully
renovated town hall, one finds the Archaeological
Museum, where the Indian heritage from the period
2500 BC until 1880 AD is preserved. Its permanent
collection gives visitors a taste of early periods in the
pre-history and history of the island. Ceramic artifacts,
shells and stone tools and ornaments are on display
for all those who would like to know about Aruba’s
first cultures. Aruba was initially visited by humans
approximately 4,500 years ago. Stone tools from this
period have been found at Sero Muskita and Arikok.
Those early people, who started inhabiting the island
2,500 years ago, most probably came rowing over from
the mainland in canoes. They didn’t settle permanently
in one place, but rather moved from one site to another
in groups of 10 to 15 family members. They hunted for
small animals, fished, and collected shellfish and fruit
for food. The period in which these people populated
the island is called the pre-Ceramic period (2500 BC1000 AD). The reason for this is that no pottery was
produced by this group.
The museum has an extensive collection of preHispanic Indian artifacts, and visitors can use
interactive educational technology.
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MUSEUMS

CURAÇAO

CURAÇAO MUSEUM

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

OCTAGON MUSEUM

KAS DI PAL'I MAISHI

Van Leeuwenhoekstraat z/n
Phone: 599 9 462 3873 / 462 6051
info@thecuracaomuseum.com
Tuesday thru Friday 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Saturday 10 am – 4 pm
Closed on Sunday and Monday

Santa Rosaweg 10
Phone: 599 9 569 8811
info@naturemuseumcuracao.com
Wednesday thru Friday 10 am – 4 pm
Saturday 10 am 2 pm
Guided tours on Fridays (10 am) and
Saturdays (11:30 am) and by appointment

Penstraat 130
Phone: 599 9 461 4377
Tuesday and Friday 10:30 am – 12:30 pm
Visits by appointment only

Weg Naar Westpunt
Phone: 599 9 666 9973
info@naturemuseumcuracao.com
Wednesday thru Friday 10 am – 4 pm
Saturday 10 am 2 pm
Guided tours on Fridays (10 am) and
Saturdays (11:30 am) and by appointment

MUSEUM KURÁ HULANDA

POST MUSEUM

LANDHUIS BLOEMHOF

Klipstraat 9, Otrobanda
Phone: 599 9 434 7705
debbie.elstak@kurahulanda.com
Monday – Saturday 9 am – 4:30 pm

Kaya Toni Prince
Phone: 599 9 465 8010
Monday thru Friday: 9.00 am - 5.00 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Closed on Sunday

Santa Rosaweg 6
Phone: 599 9 737 5775
www.bloemhof.cw
info@bloemhof.cw
Tuesday thru Saturday 9 am – 2 pm

MUSEO AERONAUTIKO
CURAÇAO
Kaya Karbonstein, Tera Kòrá
Phone: 599 9 864 8469 / 522 1208
E-mail: c_bronswinkel@yahoo.com
Visits by appointment only

MUSEUM FORTKERK
Fort Amsterdam, Punda
Phone: 599 9 461 1139
www.fortchurchcuracao.com
Monday thru Friday 9:30 am – 3 pm

CURAÇAO MARITIME MUSEUM
N. van Brandhofstraat 7, Scharloo
Phone: 599 9 465 2327
www.curacaomaritime
Monday thru Saturday 9 am – 4 pm

MUSEUM SAVONET

MUSEO TULA

Weg naar Wespunt
Phone: 599 9 864 0363
info@savonetmuseum.org
Monday thru Friday 9 am – 5 pm

Landhuis Kenepa
Monday thru Friday 9 am – 5 pm
Saturday by appointment
Closed on Sunday

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
OF CURAÇAO

Hanchi Snoa 29, Punda
Phone: 5999 461 1633 / 1067
www.snoa.com
Monday thru Friday 9 – 11:45 am /
2:30 – 4:45 pm

MUSEO DI TAMBÚ
SHON COLA

Landhuis Rooi Catootje
Phone: 599 9 737 5119
www.madurolibrary.org
info@madurolibrary.org
Monday thru Friday from 9 am – noon

Kaya Sabana Baka 31
Phone: 599 9 696 3204
Sunday 10 am – 4 pm

NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ANTHROPOLOGICAL MEMORY
(NAAM)

Rooi Catootje 1
Phone: 599 9 737-5261
Tuesday thru Saturday 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday 12 – 5 pm
Closed on Monday

JEWISH CULTURAL
HISTORICAL MUSEUM

MONGUI MADURO LIBRARY
& MUSEUM

Johan van Walbeeckplein 13
Phone: 599 9 462 1933
www.naam.cw
info@naam.cw
Tuesday thru Friday 8:30 am – noon /
2 pm – 5 pm

MUSEO VIKTO BARTOLOMEUS

YOTIN KORTÁ MONEY MUSEUM

Rust en Pad 20
Phone: 599 9 864 1576
Wednesday thru Monday 10 am – 4 pm
Closed on Tuesday

Scharlooweg 11
Phone: 599 9 434 5573
www.moneymuseum.cw
info@moneymuseum.cw
Monday thru Friday 8.30 am – 11.30 pm /
12.30 pm – 4 pm

MUSEO LITERARIO CURAÇAO/
BIBLIOTHEEK

MORDI MADURO SPORTS
MUSEUM CURAÇAO

Abraham Mendez Chumaceiro 17
Phone: 599 9 434 5200
www.bnkcuracao.com
Monday 2 pm – 6 pm
Tuesday - Friday 10 am – 6 pm
Saturday 9:30 am – 1 pm

Abraham Mendez Chumaceiro Blvd. 17
Phone: 5999 434 5200
Monday 2 pm – 6 pm
Tuesday - Friday 10 am – 6 pm
Saturday 9:30 am – 1 pm

MUSEO KA'I ÒRGEL SHAPO
Leliënberg 174
Phone: 599 9 522 0696
museokaiorgel.com
hello@museokaiorgel.com
Monday thru Sunday 9 am – 2 pm

MOTORSPORTS MUSEUM
President Rómulo Betancourt Blvd 16
Phone: 5999 511 5615
Preferably by appointment

ARUBA

MUSEUMS

FORT ZOUTMAN –
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Zoutmanstraat, Oranjestad
Phone: 297 588 5199
Open daily 8 am – 4 pm
Closed on Sunday

NATIONAL ARCHEOLOGICAL
MUSEUM

WATER TOWER

COMMUNITY MUSEUM

Torenstraat, San Nicolas
Phone: 297 584 7090
Monday thru Friday 9 am – 6 pm
Closed on Saturday and Sunday

Mainstreet, San Nicolas
Phone: 297 280 0018
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 10 am – 6 pm
Thursday 9 am – 2pm
Sunday 10 am – 2 pm

ARUBA MODEL TRAIN MUSEUM
Koolbaaibergstraat 12
Lago Heights, San Nicolas
Phone: 297 584 7321
Only by appointment

Schelpstraat 42
Oranjestad
Phone: 297 561 2885

BONAIRE
MUSEO BONAIRE, HISTÓRIKO
KULTURAL
Kaya Jan N.E. (Kachi) Craane 34
Playa Pabou, Kralendijk
Phone: 599 717-8868
E-mail skal@bonairegov.com
Monday thru Friday 8 am - 12 pm
/ 2 pm - 4 pm

ARUBA ALOË MUSEUM
FACTORY

MUSEUM OF ANTIQUITIES
ARUBA

Pitastraat 115, Hato
Phone: 297 588 3222
Monday thru Friday 8 am – 4:30 pm
Saturday 9 am – 4:30 pm
Sunday 9 am – 12:30 pm
(on weekends no activities in factory)

Rococo Plaza, Tanki Leendert 159-G
Phone: 297 741 5640
Monday thru Friday 9 am – 1 pm /
3:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Saturday 9 am – 1 pm

WINDWARD ISLANDS
TERRAMAR MUSEUM
Kaya Isla Riba 2, Kralendijk
Phone: 599 717 0423
Monday thru Saturday 9 am – 6 pm
Closed on Sunday

MUSEUM KADIMO

MANGAZINA DI REI

SENTRO CHICHI TAN

Kaya Sofoya 13, Rincon
Phone: 599 786 5229
Only by appointment

Boulevard Miguel A. Pourier, Rincon
Phone: 599 786 2101
Tuesday thru Friday 9 am – 4 pm
Closed Saturday thru Monday

Kaya Milon 4, Rincon
Phone: 599 787 5976
Preferably by w

HARRY L. JOHNSON MUSEUM
SABA

ST. EUSTATIUS HISTORICAL
FOUNDATION MUSEUM

Windwardside
Phone: 599 416 2231
Wednesday – Sunday 10 am – 3 pm
Closed on Monday and Tuesday

Oranjestad
Sint Eustatius
Phone: 11-599-318 2288

ST. MAARTEN NATIONAL
HERITAGE FOUNDATION &
MUSEUM
Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg
Phone: 1 721-542-4917
Monday – Friday 10 am – 4 pm
Closed on Saturday and Sunday

We have done our utmost to sum up as many museums in the Dutch Caribbean as possible, also with their most relevant
data. If in our efforts we still may have left one or more out or that some data have changed in the meantime, we
sincerely apologize to those involved.

COLOPHON
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